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The cooperation mode of the community, social organizations
and social workers:Definition of the concept and its historical practice

XU Yong-xiang & CAO Guo-hui
(University Think Tank of Shanghai “Institute of Social Work and Social Policy” ,
East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237, China)

Abstract: As an innovative practice-oriented grass-root governance mode under the guidance of the
government, “the cooperation mode of the community, social organizations and social workers” has
gained much attention since its emergence. This paper gives an analysis of its historical background,
practical experiences and existing theoretical research, redefines the subjects of “community, social
organizations and social workers”, and reexamines the cooperation among them. It concludes that
“the cooperation mode of the community, social organizations and social workers” as a form of com-
munity governance relies on the residents’ committee, social organizations and social workers within
the community, and aims to enhance the well-being of the residents, realize the grass-root democracy
and promote the endogenous development of the community. In this mode, the residents’ committees
work as an autonomous consultation platform, the social organizations as the project operation carriers
and the social workers as the professional service providers. Two-way interactions exist between any
two of these three participants.

Key words: social governance; cooperation mode of the community; social organizations and social

workers:community; social organization; social worker



